
  Exterior Light Bulbs Above Garage Doors at Arbor Villebois   

The replacement of exterior light bulbs on all Arbor Villebois homes, both townhomes and single family 

homes, is the responsibility of each individual homeowner in Arbor Villebois. The light bulb located 

above your garage door is really important as a security issue for you and your neighbors, since there is 

no other lighting for the driveways. We have some driveways in Arbor Villebois that are really dark with 

virtually all garage door light bulbs not functioning. This is NOT Safe! 

If your light bulb above your garage door is not on when it is dark out, then there is likely one of two 

problems – either the light bulb is burned out or the photo cell that controls the on-off of the light bulb 

is not functioning.  

First, buy a new light bulb and try replacing it. Check on it to see if it is on late at night, after it is really 

dark. If it still doesn’t work, then you will need to check on the photocell. 

The light bulbs are admittedly a pain in the neck as they are a very different bulb (not available at Fred 

Meyer, etc.) and their location above the garage door is above the reach of an individual unless one uses 

a ladder. Always use care when using a ladder! 

For most homes built in 2010 and before, the light bulb above the garage door is 

a 13 watt compact fluorescent, mini spiral lamp with a GU24 base, made by 

any number of lighting companies. The light bulb has a 2-pronged base that is 

not a conventional screw-in light bulb. You can buy this light bulb from Platt 

Electric, a company that has several retail outlets throughout the Portland 

Metro area. You can Google "Platt Electric" to find a store. You can also order 

these bulbs online from any light bulb on-line retailer. Just Google “light bulb, 

GU24” and you will find many retailers. Prices vary wildly for these light bulbs, 

so check the “life expectancy” carefully. I bought one with a 9-year life so as to 

not deal with it for a while. 

 

The Wilsonville store for Platt Electric is located at the North Wilsonville exit off of I-5 as follows: 

 

Platt Electric Supply, Inc. 

9375 SW Commerce Circle, # A3 and A4 

Wilsonville, OR 97070 

(503) 682-1399 

If the new light bulb does NOT work, then you will need to replace the photocell that controls the light 

bulb above the garage door. That is a bit more involved and you may want to consider having an 

electrician replace that photocell. 
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