
 

Letter from the AVOA President   September 2017 

 
Hello Arbor Homeowners, 

 

We are through the summer months now. Fall is around the corner. School is back in session and the Fall high 

school and college sports programs are in full force. The NFL kicked off this weekend.  

 

Also with the Fall season comes many important decisions for your HOA board to make, approving contracts and 

setting a budget for 2018. Key points and dates will follow. 

 

Upcoming events for Villebois owners: 

VCCA board meeting is Thursday, September 21st at 6:30pm at the community center 

AVOA/Townhome regular board meeting is Wednesday, September 13th 

AVOA/Townhome 2018 budget approval meeting is September 20th 

Both meetings start at 6:30pm in the community center.  

 

Special notes to Owners in regard to the VCCA pool: 

The VCCA board voted at their August board meeting to keep the pool open through September if the 

weather cooperates.  So long as the warm weather stays with us the pool will remain open. Please note 

that at any time a notice will be sent out from CMI announcing the pool closed for the year. 

 

Please feel free to send comments about the pool to CMI who will then forward to the VCCA board. 

Feedback is how improvements are made, so do not be shy. Let them know how the pool season went for 

you. 

 

Thanks for helping keep our community center and resort style pool a fun and enjoyable place to visit 

over the summer. We are privileged to have such a nice facility and the many volunteers that keep it 

running for your enjoyment. 

 

Other board items: 

1. A new 3-year contract went into place on September 1st for Fibersphere Internet. We have Fibersphere 

through 2020 with no price increase. 

2. Contract renewal for Crowley Landscape is underway with contract proposals coming in. The landscape 

budget will be discussed and approved at the September 13th meeting. 

3. Budget planning for 2018 is on going. The final proposal will be presented to the board for approval at 

our October board meeting. 

 

Special note to Owners: 

For all of our dog lovers please remember a couple of important items regarding our dogs. All dogs are required 

to be on a leash when walking in public. We must also be diligent in making sure that we are picking up the poop. 

Lets keep our community dog friendly and clean by following the guidelines set in the declarations. 

 

Please come to the Board meeting on Wednesday, September 13th. 

If you are interested in our budget planning for 2018 that will be done on September 20th. 

All owners are welcome to attend this session. 

 

Thank You, 

Tom Vaughn, President 

 

 

 

 

 



Hello from Fibersphere! 

 

As most of you know, we provide bulk internet service to Arbor Villebois.   

 

91.8% of the neighborhood is currently registered for internet service at either the base speed 

(100Mbps; covered by your HOA), or the enhanced speed (1,000Mbps (1Gbps); billed separately)…to 

you, we’d like to reiterate that you should feel free to contact us anytime for any connection issues at 

(503) 681-8755 (choose the tech support option), including problems with routers (the majority of the 

time, we find that we are better able to help you with your router settings than is the router 

manufacturer and our technicians are available 24/7 to help).   

 

To the 8.2% not currently registered, please feel free to contact us to register for service whenever you 

see fit…we’d love to bring you onboard! 

 

Now for a short update on plans for your internet service: In 2014 and 2015, Fibersphere received 

permission from the network owner to upgrade the equipment servicing approximately half the 

neighborhood.  As of Dec. 16, 2016, we were able to purchase the network from the previous owner and 

start planning on equipment upgrades for the remaining half of the neighborhood…a project currently 

scheduled for completion before Oct. 31. 

 

Subscribers affected by this 2nd upgrade will experience approximately one day without service as the 

old equipment is swapped out.  You will receive ample notice regarding your scheduled service 

interruption as the timelines solidify.  We do not anticipate needing access to the home to complete the 

equipment upgrade but when new equipment is installed on our end, it can affect the link to either your 

router or a piece of equipment in your garage that converts light signals to electrical signals (the media 

converter).  Approximately 3% of subscribers will need to unplug their media converter or router for 30 

seconds in order to restore their link (we are always available to direct you to the location of your 

media converter or help with your router settings should the need arise).  Once complete, the equipment 

upgrade will, among other things, allow us better insight into your router’s health and your in-home 

wiring, as well as provide a more stable connection during peak usage hours. 

 

Finally, because who doesn’t like to compare things with statistics, here are a few numbers for your 

inner-nerd (we all have one…right?).  For the 355 accounts at Villebois (including service in places like 

the community room), we received 227 calls or emails requesting help for the following: 

A. 51%; move-ins, move-outs, and requests for general information 

B. 40%; router support  

C. 8%; miscellaneous (reporting power outages, email accounts, 1gbps related billing, etc.) 

D. 1%; onsite service (25% of those were for Fibersphere owned equipment, and 75% were for 

onsite help with customer owned equipment or wiring)  

 

Sincerely,  

 

The Fibersphere Team 
 



 

Drought Tolerant Landscaping Ideas for a Low-Water Solution 

The Pacific Northwest gets plenty  of rain all winter long. In fact, the region is world-
famous for this fact. However, what is less well-known is that the summers are often bone-dry. Your 
lawn and plants start to suffer when the dry spells go on for too long. 

The challenge for Portland property owners is to design a landscape that can handle long 
periods of gray, rainy days, and then three months of dry heat. This post covers drought tolerant 
Drought resistant native plants 

 Landscaping without grass 

 Full sun plants 

 Efficient watering systems 

Drought Resistant Native Plants  
The beauty of native-plant landscapes is that 

they generally require very little water.  Since water bills 
can often be quite high, particularly in Portland, 
maintaining a low-water profile is necessary. 

Here in the Northwest, there is a wide range of 
beautiful plants you can install that will be able to 
weather the dry summer season. In fact, you can have 
your lawn blooming from spring through to the start of 
autumn if you like. 

Landscaping Without Grass  
This may sound odd, but your best bet for a low-

water solution is to forgo large sections of grass in your 
landscape.  Grass is water-intensive and doesn’t offer a lot in return for its thirst 
requirements. In its place, you can fill open spaces with mulch or river rocks. Then, intersperse the space with 
ferns, evergreens, or native florals. 

 
Utilizing a stylish hardscape design can be both a creative and low-water 

solution. There are many hardscape styles such as rock gardens and pavers that 
could work for your yard.  When you find that you no longer have to maintain 
regular watering of a large patch of grass, you’ll be happy to leave that tradition 
behind in favor of landscaping without grass.  

Full Sun Plants 
Some plants are able to handle the full brunt of the sun’s rays, even 

plants native to the Pacific Northwest.   
Full-sun flowers include Blanket Flowers, Achillea, or Echinacea, for starters. Other plants do well in the full 
sun, such as Thimbleberry, Salmonberry, Indian Plum, and Ocean Spray. The list goes on to include a variety of 
plants from low maintenance ground cover flowers to plants that work well with hardscapes. 

Consulting with a landscaping expert can help you discover which plants will best suit your 
landscaping ideas.   

Drought Resistant  
Native Plants 

Vine Maple 

Pacific Madrone 

Pacific Dogwood 

Oregon White Oak 

Western Redcedar 

Kinnikinnick 

Tall Oregon Grape 

Red-osier dogwood 

Salal 

Creeping Oregon Grape  

Nootka Rose 

Western Spirea 

Snowberry 

Evergreen Huckleberry 

Oregon Stonecrop 

 

 

 

Common Name     Scienti f ic Name  

Acer circinatum 

Arbutus Menziesii 

Cornus nuttallii 

Quercus garryana 

Thuga plicata 

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 

Mahonia aquifolium 

Cornus stolonifera 

Gaultheria shallon 

Mahonia nervosa 

Rosa nutkana 

Spiraea douglasii 

Symphoricarpos spp. 

Vaccinium ovatum 

Sedum oregonum 

 
 

 

Kinnikinnick, a drought-

resistant plant. 

Upcoming in 

Villebois 

Upcoming maintenance for 

Arbor Villebois will include 

fertilizing grass, trimming and 

pruning, the start of fall leaf 

clean-up, reducing irrigation 

as the cold weather begins, 

weed control in the turf and 

beds, and fall-approved 

plantings. 

Employee Spotl ight :  

Damian Tinoco  

 

Damian is our resident 

irrigation technician, and 

overall phenomenal worker. 

He goes above and beyond 

the call of duty to deliver the 

highest quality work – and 

never fails to receive 

excellent feedback and 

warm regards.  
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